
COALITION

Coo~y W,,~r

~~ ~~ April 16,1999

~t ~e Honorable ~a~e Fe~te~

s~ ~i~ United States Senate
~ Was~ngton, ~ 20510

~s ~j~ The Honorable ~ce ~abbi~
~ U.& Dep~r~ent o~ ]~teHo~

~v~w~ 18¯ and C S~eets, N.W.
C~w~,=D~a Was~ngton, DC 2~40

~~ ~ Dear ~e~or Peius~ein m~d ~re~ Babbitt:

t~w~~= The California Bay-De!ta Water Co~on is wiling to reiterate our strong
~ of support for ~e Adml~s~a~o.n’s reques~ for $~ ~IHon ~ federal fiscal year

wan~r 2000 for ~e CALFED Bay-Del~ Pro~am and ~7 m~lion for fl~e C~tral
Me~o~WalerDhulct~ Va~ey Project Restoration Y~d. As you ~ow, we have been working

develop a co~eKsus r~ommenda~on for flae use of ~ese funds and have
~=~~,~t a~ed ~at ~e follow~g proporEona! aHoca~on ~rves the range of

~=~ pro~am expendi~res we an~cipate in PY 2~0:

1. $60 million for Ecosystem Restora~on Coord~afion Program
ac~vi~es as autho~zed by ~e 1996 Bay-DeI~ Environmental

~aq~ E~ancement and Water ~cufi~ Act. Such ac~vities must be
=a~ consistent with CALFED Solu~on Prindples and be implemented in
~o ~,z ~a c0=~ such a fashion as to be compa~ble wi~ or to ~ther ~e o~ec~ves of

the CALFED wa~r quali~ ~d water supply re~ab~i~ pro~ams.

~ImM~ CALF~ wilt continue to provide oppor~ni~es for broad public and
~~ ~dcal Lnput to ~e ~nd~g de~ion-m~ing process through the

~¢~w~ F~osystem Roundtable, a ~anced, representa~ve body, as well as
st~k}~WaaDis~}= various tcch~cal review panels. ~ese groups ~1 help deter}no
T~N~mm~cy program priori~es, ~ide selec~on of spe~ic pr~ects and facilitate
¢.,~a~w=~ coord~aEon and intonation wi& ~e Cen~aI Va£ey Project

o~t R~tora~on Fund and other ecosystem kmding pro~amg.

M~e~                                                                                   ..
Oi~
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2. KK5 million for other CAI.FED Program acl4vities necessary to address
water quality, levee systerr, integrity and water supply reliability
issues consistent with existing statutory authori.ties. Activities may
include hwestigation and Implementation of water use efficiency,
wate~ quality, levee improvement, and watershed management.
Activities may also include technical and economic investigations ,as
necessary to develop a CALFED Water Management Strategy
including consideration of water storage consistent with an
integrated storage i~westigatlon addressing groundwater storage,
surface wa~er storage, conj~mctive management, and potential
re-operation of hydropower facilities at a programn~tic,
prefeasibility level. We understand that any Water Management
Strategy and integrated storage investigation completed by CALFED
will address the views of all interested public parties. All such
activities must be consistent with the CALFED Solution Principles
and be implemented in suclx a fashion as to be compatible with or
furtlxer the objectives of the CALFED ecosystem restoration program
element.

CALFED should provide opporturdties for broad public
representation in and technical input to the funding decision-making
process for these activities cither through the Ecosystem Roundtable
or a similarly coastttu ted baianced, representative advisory body, as
well as scientific and technical review pav, els. These groups will help
determine program priorities, guide selection of specific projects and
facilita~e coordination and integration with other funding sources
such as Proposition 204 funds and other Central Valley Project-
related appropriations.

3. As in previous years, we support full funding of $47 million for the
Central Valley Project Restoration Fund pursuant to section 102(b) of
the Bay-Delta Environmental Enhancement and Water Security Act.

We urge CALFED to optimize coordination of expendih~res from all sources
of funds available for all CALFED activities and objectives including both
federal and non-federal sources.

We also support comple~;on of a comprehensive cost-share agreement by
CA[,FED before a Record of Decision is issued on the fhxal CALFED
programmatic EIS/EIR. In addition, we strca’~gly support completion of the
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CALFED assurances package prior to implementation of Stage I activities
beyond federal fiscal year 2000.

Thank you for your conthmed leadership and support of this critical effort.

Sincerely,

Leslie Friedman Johnson Stephen K. Hall
The Nature Conservan~" Association of Calfornia Water Agencies

Laura B. King Walter Wadlow
San Luis arid Delta-Mendota Santa Clara Valley Water District
Water Authority

David Yardas Timothy H, Quinn
Environmental Defense Fund Deputy General Manager

Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California

Jason Peltier Cynthia Koehler
Central Valley Project San Francisco Bay Association
Water Association

c.7/,L_ ....
Maureen A. Stapleton              Gary Bobker
San Diego County Water Authority The Bay Institute of San Francisco
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